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TAGS: PFOR, UK 

SUBJECT: A HOUSE DIVIDED 

1. OUT OF THE TONS OF CHAFF, MOST OF IT CHAFING, PRESENTED 

AT THE SCOTTISH LABOUR PARTY CONFERENCE IN ABERDEEN, THE 

MOST CASUAL ATTENDEE MIGHT HAVE GLEANED THE FOLLOWING KERNELS: 

A) DEVOLUTION. LABOUR CONTINUES TO RESPOND SLUGGISHLY AND 
RELUCTANTLY TO THE SCOTTISH FACTS OF LIFE. TO THE EXASPERATION 
OF MANY OF THOSE WHO UNLIKE THE PARTY EXECUTIVE DEPEND ON 
THE SCOTTISH PEOPLE FOR THEIR BREAD, E.G., M.P.'S, TRADE UNION 
LEADERS. THREE OF FOUR SPEAKERS FROM THE FLOOR OBJECTED TO THE 
EXECUTIVE MINIMALIST APPROACH TO THE SCOTTISH ASSEMBLY. 
VIRTUALLY EVERYONE I SPOKE TO EXPRESSED ASTONISHMENT THAT THE 
MAXIMALIST RESOLUTION RECOMMENDING TEETH OF THE ASSEMBLY 
SPECIFICALLY FUND RAISING POWERS, FAILED, AND THE FIELD 
ABANDONED TO THE SNP. 

B) EC. IN PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS WITH GUESTS AT WILLIE ROSS'S 
HEAD TABLE, IT SEEMED SURPRISING THAT ALTHOUGH ALL BETS WERE 
HEDGED ALL OPINED PRIVATELY THAT THE EC VOTE WOULD PASS (SIC). 
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FUTURE OF THE GOVERNMENT, BUT NO ONE COULD FAIL TO BE IMPRESSED 
BY THE FEARS EXPRESSED BY LABOUR MP'S THAT SIGNIFICANT CHANGES 
WERE IN THE OFFING. 
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